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School grounds patrolled from 8:30am every morning   
Due to traffic safety concerns, students are required to enter the school grounds when they 
arrive, and not wait in Falconer Street. 

Fitzroy High School - 
Instrumental Program, 2013 
At Fitzroy High School we offer a dynamic and 
exciting Instrumental Program which provides 
students with opportunities to learn how to 
play musical instruments. The program also 
allows students to develop group skills in our 
Ensembles. There are many performance 
opportunities available to students.  These 
take place at Instrumental Music Nights, 
Lunchtime Concerts, Graduation and 
Exhibition Evenings, Assemblies, Open Days, 
and School Productions. 

In 2013 we will be continuing to offer lessons 
on a wide range of contemporary and classical 
instruments. These will include piano, voice 
(contemporary), guitar, drum kit, flute, clarinet 
and saxophone (violin, cello, trumpet and 
trombone are subject to demand). As part of 
our focus on World Music we are very excited 
to announce that next year we will also be 
offering lessons on traditional Balinese 
instruments and Gamelan ensemble. Full 
details of the instruments and ensembles 
offered are in the Instrumental Music 
enrolment form which can be found on the 
FHS website under forms. Our Instrumental 
Program is staffed by experienced and 
qualified music teachers. All have completed 
tertiary courses in music performance, are 
seasoned performers, and have a wide range 
of professional musical experiences. The 
following staff will be a part of the Instrumental 
Music Team for 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jon Delaney – Guitar 

Jon has 
been our 
guitar and 
bass guitar 
teacher 
since the 
school re-
opened in 
2003. He 
specializes in jazz guitar, although he teaches 
pop, rock, metal and classical guitar. Jon is 
well known as a guitarist and his current 
projects include "La Mauvaise Reputation", a 
band playing and singing the songs of 20s and 
30s Paris in their original French.  He also 
performs with Peter Baylor's "Ultrafox", vocal 
harmony group "The Furbelows", Hetty Kate's 
"Vive la Difference", accordionist George 
Butrumlis, and Mark Twigden's "Balajo". 

Matt Hovell – Piano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt teaches contemporary and classical 
piano. A prominent keyboardist in Melbourne, 
he has worked with The Bombay Royale, 
Charles Jenkins & The Zhivagos, and Clare 
Bowditch & the New Slang. His latest solo 
project is an electronic pop group called 
‘Cylinders’.  

They have just released their debut EP  
'Communion‘ which is receiving good reviews. 
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Matt is also a composer and arranger who has 
scored music for film. 

Adam King – Drum Kit and Gamelan 

 

Adam teaches drum kit, percussion and 
gamelan. He is well known for his work in a 
range of acts including ‘Labjacd’, ‘Kewti’ and 
‘Green Tea’. Adam has a big interest in non-
western music and is a specialist in the 
instruments of Bali and the Gamelan Ensemble. 
He has also recently toured in India with the 
Australian Art Orchestra. 

Andy Williamson – Woodwind 

Andy teaches contemporary and classical 
woodwind, including flute, clarinet and 
saxophone. He is best known around town as a 

sax player 
and he has 
performed 
with the likes 
of Nicki 
Bomba, Paul 
Grabowsky 
and Frankie J 
Holden. More 
recently, he 
has played in 
‘Labjacd’ a 
funk/latin hip-

hop group. Andy’s latest original project is the 
bollywood/surf guitar group ‘Bombay Royale’. 
They have had great success overseas and 
locally, recently winning "Best New Talent" 
award at THE AGE's EG AWARDS.  

Bianca Fenn – 
Voice 

Bianca teaches 
voice and 
directs the 
school choir. 
She specializes 
in contemporary 
singing and has 
fronted a 

number of pop/soul bands including “The Bianca 
Fenn Band” and “Bianca Fenn and The 
September Knights”. Their E.P “Everything 
Starts with Something” has been well received. 
Bianca also runs a successful private singing 
studio. 

If you have any questions regarding the Fitzroy 
High School Instrumental Program please 
contact Tom Hoyle, Music Coordinator 
(tomh@fitzroyhs.vic.edu.au). To enroll, please 
pick up a form at the front office or download an 
enrolment form from the website. Any questions 
concerning enrolment and payment of fees can 
be directed to Susan Jones at the front office 
(susanj@fitzroyhs.vic.edu.au).  

Finally, we would like to congratulate our year 
twelve solo music students who achieved great 
results with their performance examinations. 
Thanks to Bianca Fenn, Matt Hovell, and Adam 
King for all their work in preparing the students 
for their 
exams. 

Tom Hoyle 

Music 
Coordinator 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mark your calendar   

Return to school 2013 

when Thursday 31 
January 8:40am 

where FHS 

who All school  Year  
7-12 
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Note from the General 
Office 

Parents/guardians 
intending to make 
payments:  

All payments need to be 
finalised by Wednesday 
December 19th.  

Please do not make Direct 
Deposits to 

FHS bank account 
between December 19 
and 3rd January . We  

appreciate your 
understanding in this 
matter. 
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Student Dress Code 
Fitzroy High School is a workplace for students, 
teachers and other school staff. While the school 
does not have a uniform, there is a dress code 
which all students and staff are required to meet. 
The code was developed to meet Sunsmart 
guidelines, occupational health and safety 
standards and community expectations 
regarding appropriate dress. Appropriateness for 
a workplace includes having clothing that is not 
offensive, not too short, not too brief and which 
doesn’t expose too much skin, including midriff 
and shoulders. Clothing should be comfortable, 
practical and allow students and staff to 
participate fully in the range of activities for a 
school day. Students and staff should not wear 
clothing printed with offensive or inappropriate 
writing or images. 

The school is very conscious of the long term 
danger posed by exposure to the sun. We 
provide sunscreen for all outdoor activities and 
shelter within the school grounds and at outside 
school events. Students and staff are expected 
to wear Sunsmart clothing from September to 
April. This includes a shirt that covers the 
shoulders, upper arms and neck, as well as 
longer shorts and skirts that cover the upper 
thigh. Sun protective hats are recommended for 
all outdoor activities, including Sport, from 
September to April. Singlets are not appropriate 
at any time at school. For further information 
refer to http://www.sunsmart.com.au/
childcare_and_schools/at_school/
uniform_recommendations. 

For OHS compliance, students are not to wear 
open shoes, high heels or thongs at school. 
Long hair must be tied back in food classes and 
when working with machinery. Personal 
protective clothing and equipment is provided for 
technology and science classes and must be 
worn when working in those classes. 

In Physical Activity and Sport classes students 
are required to wear a Fitzroy High School sport 
shirt. Sports shirts can be purchased from the 
general office for $25. The sport shirts are 
Sunsmart in design, having sleeves and proper 
collar and they are made from a fabric which is 
light-weight and cool and provides sun 
protection. As garments such as jeans and some 
skirts are restrictive, they are not recommended 
for physical activity and sport classes. Students 
should wear longer style shorts or pants. Shoes 
need to be appropriate for exercise. 

 

A reminder to parents and 
guardians that 2013 school 
levies are due 
Please pay the school levy by the due date. Your 
prompt payment helps us to plan the year’s 
activities; especially useful for activities that 
require advance bookings – e.g. camps, special 
programs and speakers. 

We know you greatly value the wonderful 
programs we provide your child; from the poetry 
workshops, school drama productions and video 
projects, to the woodwork and food tech options 
and the kitchen garden, and also the health and 
wellbeing programs.  There are so many great 
activities we can offer, as long as you support us 
to do so. 

If circumstances mean that paying by the due 
date is difficult, please call Sue Farrell on 9488 
1900 to discuss a payment plan which can be 
set up for you. 

Students whose parents/guardians have not paid 
the levy, or made alternative arrangements, may 
have to pay extra for subject consumables and 
some excursions, and be restricted in their ability 
to use the school printers. They may also be 
excluded from extra curricula activities organised 
by the school, such as special trips (other than 
year camps), formals and the Valedictory dinner. 

We’d love to create some 
open space on level 3 – can 
you help us? 

We have builder’s quotes to remove an existing 
wall and sliding door from the old locker area up 
on level 3, and to lay new carpet and hang 
blinds.  These works will create a larger open 
space  - much needed for a range of activities 
such as drama and other ‘active’ classes. 

The trouble is, we don’t currently have all the 
funds needed. 

This year, when paying your school levy, could 
you consider also donating to the FHS building 
fund?  With your donation, we will be able to 
offer additional  ‘active’ classes across the year 
levels, which we know are greatly enjoyed by 
students. 

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.   

Please mark your donation ‘Fitzroy High 
School Building Fund’. 



 

 

Orientation Day 
Orientation Day for new year 7s is always an 
exciting day. This year we trialled running 2 
days to give students and teachers more time to 
start the process of learning about each other. 
Activities included some frivolities like tower 
building with 
spaghetti and 
marshmallows, 
some learning 
in Art, Media 
and Food, 
some 
assessment of 
skills and 
some activities designed to give students time to 
mix. The days worked well with thanks to the 
input from many fronts: 

Year 10 students helped out with introductory 
activities and lunch-time entertainments: 

Daisy, Erin, Georgia B, Georgia W, Ror, Sarita, 
Marina V, Liam, Noah, Maddy, Eleanor, Charlie, 
Clare, Mafi, Jo, Josie, Austin W, Bethany, 
Cameron, Minh, David S, Yan. 

Year 7 students who were buddies for the day: 
May, Sasha, Jemma,  Jackson, Hannah ,Coral-
Lee, Niamh, Joanna, Olivia, Stella, Dharma, 
Indigo, Harry, Tom B, Adam, Ben M, Koun, 
Jessie, Rulin,  Jet, Cleo, Toni, India, Joe, Joel, 
Rory, Tony, Cori, Oscar. 
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2012 Art-Science Camp 
Monday  

We left on Monday with great excitement! 
Everyone boarded the bus and we were on the 
road. We stopped at Anglesea to take in the 
breathtaking view, then made a second stop at 
Lorne to eat lunch. The ride was peaceful with 
high spirits with everyone spending the time 
reading, drawing, listening to music and talking 
to our neighbours. Thankfully no-one threw up.  

Cute little shops lined the streets of the coastal 
towns, everyone had a nice trip. No fuss, just 
driving and eating. I enjoyed it a lot. 

Jorgina and Morgana 

After arriving and settling in we walked to 
Mariner's Lookout to take photos and sketch and 
stare at the gorgeous panoramic view of Apollo 

Bay. After a little while of sketching and 
photography we decided to grab the binoculars 
and do a little spying on the residents of the 
town! 

It was an exciting, albeit tiring first day of camp, 
the day's activities - a taste of what was to come.  

Beth, Atiida & Danae 

Tuesday  

Because of the unpleasant weather, it was 
decided that the morning would be spent doing 
workshops and practicing our skills and the 
afternoon enjoying (hopefully) rain-free walks.  

After lunch we travelled a short distance to Mait's 
Rest and walked amongst the rainforest, the tall 
trees giving us shelter from the non-existent sun 
and the very existent wind. We then walked a 
short distance to a sheltered cove, Shelley 
Beach (which had a disappointing lack of shells). 
The waves smashed against the rocks at regular 
intervals, creating huge sprays and giving us the 
opportunity to take some fantastic shots.  

It was a quiet and peaceful day, but enjoyable 
nonetheless.  

Jo 

Wednesday 

On Wednesday we travelled to Cape Otway and 
walked amongst the treetops. When we got there 
it was really cold but it eventually got warmer. 
We had a choice of going to the dinosaur walk or 
straight to the treetop walk. A lot of people were 
scared because it was extremely high. There 
were ferns and trees that are thousands of years 
old; some of the trees’ trunks were over two 
metres wide. In the dinosaur walk there was lots 
of information on different species of dinosaurs 
and lots of statues of them. The forest remains - 
for the most part - completely undisturbed, and it 
was crazy to think that this environment covered 
Australia before it was colonised.  

 

Gemma and Edie 

On a freezing Wednesday morning ... in the icy 
depths of Apollo Bay, we set off on our first walk 
to the Otway Fly! 

Our journey consisted of two different paths, a 
terrifying treetop walk that left teenyboppers sick 
with fear, and then a trek back in time where 
plastic dinosaurs that wobbled in the wind scared 
the stars off a sea of galaxy leggings. And to top 
it all off there was a cafe at the end! It was a top 
notch good job. 

Delanie (Miss) 

On 
Wednesday 
afternoon, 
after the 
day’s 
explorations 
we settled 
down for 

some quiet drawing, painting and photo editing, 
complete with a lesson from Gareth based on 
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the works of Wassily Kandinsky. It was very 
interesting to dabble in abstract art, even if for a 
short time. 

After tea, at about 9 o’clock,  we set out for a 
night time walk along the pier. We saw 

pufferfish, a 
seal and some 
particularly 
interesting 
seaweed (it 
wasn’t actually 
that interesting 
and there was 
a lot of it). 

There were some crazy big waves but (un)
fortunately no one fell in. We came across lots of 
fancy signs showing off their use of big words 
like ‘promenading’ and notices that said ‘notice’. 
All in all, it was a very eventful afternoon and 
evening. Yay, art! 

Freja and Jo 

Thursday 

On Thursday we went for another day trip. We 
drove for about half an hour to Bimbi Park, the 
same place we went to on Year 8 camp. From 
there we hiked to Station Beach through the 
dunes. From there we walked down the beach to 
Rainbow Falls: a slightly small waterfall with 
crystal clear drinkable water. There we took 
photos of the rock pools and the waterfall. After 
about an hour we started to hike back, 
unfortunately we got lost and it was quite hot. 

Tom 

On Thursday morning 
we set off for Station 
Beach, stopping 
several times to giggle 
and ‘aww’ at the 
koalas. But at last we 
made it to the 
beginning of the walk 
and we were rewarded 
with petting and taking 
silly photos with some 
horses. We made our 
trek through prickly 
plants, sand and more 

sand happily plodding downhill to Rainbow Falls. 
Little did we know that we would later have to 
tackle the steep uphill path on our journey home. 
After half an hour’s walk we were graced with 
the amazing splendour of Rainbow Falls. We set 
down our bags and ate our lunch on the rocks. 

By now our shoes were full of sand and it was 
warming up but we were content. 

Once everyone had had plenty of time to explore 
the area, make sandcastles and take all the 
photos they wished we packed up our stuff and 
began the long trip back to the bus. Due to the 
fact that the one person who knew where we 
were going was at the back of the group, we 
made a slight hour-long detour. By the time we 
got back to the bus, hot and completely 
exhausted, everyone agreed we were in serious 

need of ice creams. Overall it was an eventful 
trip but thanks to Erin’s navigational skills we 
made it back home safely, without anyone being 
eaten by the infamous giant Otway Carnivorous 
Black Snail. 

Tash 

Friday 

We packed up and left early for the long drive 
home, stopping only once for lunch and to 
stretch our legs. We were sad to leave after such 
a fantastic week but happy to be home. Big 
thanks to Peter for driving us the whole week 
and to Erin, Doris, Gareth and Peter for putting 
up with us!  

The food  

Each day duty group would meet up and decide 
what they would make for dinner, varying  from 
burritos and jacket potatoes to curry and pasta. 
The group helped Doris buy the ingredients, 
prepare, cook and provide moral support that 
night. Everyone loved the food and it tasted 
amazing. Great job Doris! 

The weather  

The weather has been nice to us for half of the 
trip. The first two days were really miserable but 
then the weather started getting sunny and it 
was nice, it allowed us to go out and do fun 
things! 

Issy 
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Year 7 Exhibition Night – the 
Asia Pacific Region 
The last exhibition for the year of year 7 work 
was held last week and the year 7 area buzzed 
with the sights, sounds and smells of various 
countries on the Asia-Pacific rim. Students had 
chosen a country of interest, investigated their 
country’s culture, history, geography, weather, 
lifestyle, attractions and the potential risks to a 
visitor. With this information at their finger-tips  
they planned, costed and developed materials to 
advertise a 10 day cultural tour. The delights of 
adventure activities couldn’t be entirely ignored 
and the tours were as diverse as the countries 
chosen. 

Jenny Fulford 
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Principal’s Report 
It is that time of year when we reflect on what 
we have achieved and as a school we have 
achieved so much in many different ways.  
This year has been a year of review for FHS. The 
school undertook a comprehensive school review 
under the auspices of the DEECD and an 
external reviewer. 
The major conclusion drawn by the reviewer is 
that Fitzroy High School is a highly effective 
school – it has documentation to validate it, 
panel members and interviews substantiated it, 
and there is plenty of evidence to show for it. The 
whole school community has worked with 
unrelenting focus to achieve the outcomes we 
have, and we are justifiably proud of our 
achievements.   
A more comprehensive article discussing the 
review’s findings will be published early next 
year. 
The school review has led to the development of 
the FHS Strategic Plan 2013-2016. Our major 
goals are: 
Student Learning – to foster the achievement of 
high quality educational outcomes through the 
successful achievement of students’ goals as 
identified in their personal learning plans. 
Student engagement and wellbeing – to continue 
to promote behaviours and attitudes across the 
school community that support the achievement 
of personal best. 
Student pathways and transitions – to ensure our 
programs prepare and support students through 
the stages of learning towards optimum 
pathways. 
A comprehensive Annual Implementation Plan 
will be developed early next year to provide a 
road map for our work in 2013. 
 
School Council 
My sincere thanks to all members of School 
Council for their continued support and 
contribution to the school. I would like to single 
out and thank two long term school councillors, 
AnTony McPhee and David Brant, who leave 
school council this year.  
 
School Council farewelled David and AnTony at 
its last meeting. Virginia Swanton, the School 
Council President, remembers their first meeting 
and her subsequent work with them. 
 
“David, one of the original campaigners to 
reopen the school, together with Barry Pullen (a 
formidable former Education Minister), was on a 

whistle stop tour of local Primary Schools to raise 
awareness about the lack of secondary school 
options for our local kids, and to advocate to 
reopen FHS.  
 
David was the wheeler and dealer.  He was 
always ready to speak to the media, he met with 
Dick Wynne and other politicians, he seemed to 
know just what to do, and who to talk to.  His 
passion and energy were on clear display. He 
came from a long background of community 
activism, so this should not have been a surprise. 
 
In the wider scheme of things, it seemed that not 
long after this, Mary Delahunty announced that 
FHS would be open again.  It was undeniable, 
the demographics had changed.  And there was 
a tiny element of luck too – as the site would 
have been sold if the Bracks government had not 
been elected by one seat. 
 
A planning committee was formed – with 
representatives from a range of primary and 
secondary schools, community organisations, 
and the Education Department.  We had a more 
formal role to play now.  A Vision to elaborate on, 
an Education Specification to write, designs to 
oversee, booklets to write and information 
sessions to run for the community, prospective 
students and their families. 
 
We met every month for the next couple of years 
and wrangled with bureaucracy, regulations, 
formulas and ‘the way it was usually done’.  This 
community and this school is not about the way 
‘it was usually done’.   
 
AnTony’s architectural skills came to the fore as 
we battled on all manner of issues. How could 
we manage the constraints of an inner city site 
with many old and inappropriate buildings? Were 
there enough girls’ toilets? How could we 
account for our generous, wide corridors in the 
space/student ratios? How could we discount the 
gym – it was already there? How could we 
stretch our budget? 
 
David was always ready to quote his extensive 
background in education too – all of which 
helped inform discussion.  But David was at his 
best when pushing hard to get our Principal 
appointed earlier than the ‘standard One Term’ 
before a new school opened. 
 
Both, in their own ways, planned, prepared and 
were clear about what mattered, and provided 
some common sense and a community voice. 
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That was all a long time ago now, and next year 
we celebrate the 10 year anniversary of FHS 
opening. 
In recent years, both AnTony and David have 
taken turns to capably chair school council 
meetings, taken on committees, been on 
interview panels, developed policy, and 
wrangled tricky issues. 
AnTony has consistently guided the vision and 
delivery of our built environment – always 
bringing his skills to the fore.  He has been 
involved in influencing, guiding and deciding on 
almost everything you see around you today 

A few months ago, we were in the midst of the 
latest school review. I recall being thrown back 
in our chairs, as on all measures FHS was being 
assessed as an excellent school. This was 
something many of us felt rang true from our 
experience, the engagement of our kids, their 
friends and beyond, and the strong relationships 
with their teachers, but we were so pleased to 
hear from an independent observer.  AnTony, is 
his quiet understated way muttered under his 
breath, something like ‘We just wanted to open a 
local school’. 
 
Thank you AnTony and David, and your families 
for the generosity of your time, skills, experience 
and the wisdom you have brought to this 
wonderful school.” 
 

Farewell to staff  

Ian Willson  is leaving FHS to enjoy semi-
retirement. Ian began at FHS in 2009 and has 
been a wonderful maths teacher in the Scarlet 
team. He has also helped lead the development 
of the maths curriculum at the school and shown 
great insight into the teaching and learning of 
mathematics. Ian continually enhanced his own 
understanding of maths teaching by attended 
many professional learning opportunities and 
conferences which he passed on to others. I 
thank him for his fantastic contribution to the 
school wish him well in the future. 
 
Helena Brain leaves FHS to broaden her 
experience travelling and teaching in South 
America. Helena is an innovative and engaging 
teacher in Scarlet. She has involved her 
students in many dynamic projects, including 
building a pinhole camera where we were inside 
the machine looking out. She has also shared 
her professional practice with other teachers in 
whole staff professional learning – no mean feat 
as a teacher in the early stages of their career. I 

wish her safe and exciting travels. 
Erin Grealy is taking leave for a year to 
complete her studies at university. I will miss her 
generous contribution to the school program as 
an Integration aide but look forward to her 
return. 
 

Welcome to new staff 
 
I would like to welcome the following staff; they 
will all be a great asset to the school. 
 
Vaughan Nikitin  Maths and Humanities, Indigo 
Team 
Vaughan has a Bachelor Degree in Arts and 
Science, majoring in Pure Mathematics, 
Philosophy and History and Philosophy of 
Science with an honours year in Arts majoring in 
Philosophy; and a Master of Teaching 
(Mathematics and Humanities). Prior to 
teaching, Vaughan founded and directed a 
research and development software startup. He 
is passionate about teaching in a range of areas 
especially numeracy and literacy.  
 
Kathryn Whyte Italian, Maths, Science and 
English, Jet Team 
Kathryn is a graduate teacher who is well 
qualified to teach a wide range of subjects. 
Kathryn has a Bachelor Degree in Arts and 
Science, a Diploma of Modern Languages and a 
Master of Teaching. She is of partially Italian 
descent and loves teaching the language. She 
also has experience in fitness instruction and 
dance.  
 
Bronwyn Lewis English and Drama, Scarlet 
Team 
Bronwyn is a graduate teacher who has worked 
at Eltham High School in 2012 after doing pre 
service rounds at Fitzroy High School in 2011. 
Bronwyn has a Degree in Arts and a Diploma in 
Education. She is energetic and committed to 
her profession. Bronwyn has a strong passion 
for her subject areas as well as student 
engagement and wellbeing.  
Finally, I would like to wish all staff, students and 
families �  very happy Christmas. I look forward 
to working with you all in 2013.  
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